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Talking Points

We Support
1. Additional Funding for the Clean Cities Program

Please register your support for increased Energy and Water Development appropriations of $15 million over the FY 05 amount of $10.6 million, to be designated to the Department of Energy’s Clean Cities Program.  

In addition, we ask you to require the DOE to ensure that 90% of these additional funds are used to fund actual projects to develop new alternative fuel stations, incremental cost for alternative fuel vehicles, and advanced technologies that reduce idling and improve efficiency, as well as support for local coalitions that work to leverage even more state, local and private funding and work on the ground to make these projects happen.

2. Legislation For Alternative Fuels And Advanced Technologies

Such legislation includes tax incentives for all alternative fuels, and legislation that will improve the energy security of the U.S. while assisting in the transition to a hydrogen economy. 

We urge your support for the CLEAR Act.  This legislation would provide tax incentives for deployment of alternative fuels and vehicles and refueling stations.  It has been included in the Senate version of the Energy Bill.

Why We Support These Options
Alternative fuels, such as electricity, natural gas, propane, biodiesel, ethanol and hydrogen, efficient vehicles such as hybrids, and energy-saving transportation technologies such as idle reduction equipment reduce motor vehicle emissions and provide domestic economic benefits.  Most importantly, they increase U.S. energy security by reducing our dependence upon foreign sources of petroleum. The stability of our transportation future, and perhaps even the nation’s economy, rests upon our ability to diversify fuel sources and increase energy efficiency in transportation.

PS The latest news reports predict a 25 cents per gallon cost increase for gasoline due to the high cost of crude!  We need Energy Independence now!
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